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M. G. Sanders, left, Central Arizona Light & Power Co., Retiring President of the Pacific 
Coast Electrical Association, and His Successor, H. H. Courtright, Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
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PYRANOL CAPACITORS 
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Here is the most important advance in the design of outdoor power-fac- 
tor-improvement capacitors since the introduction of *Pyranol in 1931. 

In the new bushing, the metal mounting flange is fused directly to the 
glass, and this flange is welded and soldered to the capacitor case, forming 


a mechanically strong hermetic seal that is permanently moisture-tight. 





Exact control of glass making materials and precision annealing methods, ) 





along with co-ordinated thermal characteristics of the glass and metal, 


guarantee superior characteristics. These quality controls coupled with ° 
seven years of field testing on General Electric capacitors, assure you of the Vw 
most dependable outdoor capacitor that has ever been offered. 

JOHNNY CAPACITOR SAYS: “Utility management has no quicker 
means of gaining sorely needed capacity than that provided by * Pyranol 
capacitors—at the surprisingly low installed cost of $10 per kvar, or 
less. You can order them today and have them installed in a matter of 


1930—G.E. introduced thin kraft 
paper 
1930—G.E. introduced 10 kvar, 


weeks, when it takes years to obtain generation, transmission and dis- oil-filled, individual unit 

tribution equipment.” 1931—G.E. introduced *Pyranol 
Class ID capacitors with glass bushings are now available in 15 kvar, 1932—G.E. introduced 15 kvar 

single phase, 60-cycle ratings for voltages of 2400, 4160, 4800, 7200 and Pyranol individual unit 





7960. *Trade-mark Reg. U.S. Pat. Of. 1937—G.E. introduced resistance- 
welded, drawnesteel cases 
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The Electrical Week 


From SPA Administrator Doug Wright, testifying against the Dondero 
Bill before the House Public Works Committee, came the startling 
suggestion that federal power projects make payments in lieu of taxes 
... The Federal Power Act should be amended to permit utilities to 
make interstate connections without coming under the jurisdiction of 
FPC. Walker Cisler, Detroit Edison, in making this suggestion to a 
House subcommittee conducting hearings on the Miller bills, said that 
this change would be in the interest of National defense . .. At 
P.U.A.A.’s national convention newspaper writers criticized manage- 
ment’s handling of press relations while other speakers stressed that 
management needs efficient advertising and publicity departments to 
sell its ideas to employees and the public ... FPC denied White River 
Power Co. a license to operate Bull Shoals dam . . . The Taft-Hartley 
Bill is now law, but it will take a year or more to determine its final 
effects on industry ... Output in New England is up despite an indus- 


trial decline. 


One of the most striking assertions of record with regard to the develop- 
ment of atomic-electric power was attributed to President Truman by his 
political colleague, George E. Allen, in the June 21 Saturday Evening Post. 
Allen quoted the President directly as saying, last year: 

“Atomic power must be made a public trust. It must be developed for all 
the people. There must be no chance for exploitation by any special interest. 


It must be handled like TVA—like a TVA for the whole nation and on a 


tremendous scale.” 


Britain’s Central Electricity Board is considering the installation of 
one or more 15,000-kw. gas turbines to provide capacity for short- 
period peaks. CEB figures such units would mitigate the “load-shedding” 
which was necessary during the last two winters. 


Talk of government-sanctioned price agreements along lines of the old NRA 
codes is buzzing in industrial circles as a result of a questionnaire circulated 
recently by the Joint Congressional Economic Committee. One question, asked 
the 600 industrialists, businessmen, and labor leaders polled, sought reaction to 
possible “legislation to permit voluntary price agreements, under government 
sanction, on industry-wide prices for definite periods of time.” It was indica- 
tive of some Congressional concern over “black markets” now flourishing in 
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basic commodities as well as finished 
products. 


Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion will stay in Philadelphia for 
at least another year, despite the 
administration’s desire to bring it 
back to Washington. The issue was 
settled recently by the House Ap- 
propriations committee, which re- 
fused to grant funds to return all 
“decentralized” federal agencies 
to the Capital. 


Future shortages of electric power 
equipment are expected by manufac- 
turers to move closer to the generator. 
This is happening to transformers al- 
ready, with power transformers tak- 
ing the place of distribution trans- 
formers as “famine” items. On power 
transformers, manufacturers say, the 
situation may become worse before it 
improves. 


The Miller bills to limit the 
licensing and regulatory powers of 
FPC will proceed little, if any, dis- 
tance beyond the hearing stage this 
year. At any rate, the Senate’s 
jammed calendar would not per- 
mit consideration. But the meas- 
ures are scheduled for early action 
when Congress reconvenes in 1948. 


Interest is reviving in proposals 
to put news and music on power 
lines via carrier and pay utilities 
for delivery of the programs .. . 
Electric companies are showing a 
lively interest in Alabama Power’s 
experiments at underground gasi- 
fication of coal... 


Commerce Department discloses 
that publicly reported cash divi- 
dend payments by the electric 
light and power industry during 
the first quarter of 1947 rose to 
$117,900,000, 31 percent above the 
$89,500,000 so reported during the 
first quarter of 1946. Publicly re- 
ported cash dividend payments 
during the first quarter of 1947 by 
the industry group classified as 
“electrical machinery” were $28,- 
500,000, up 22 percent. 


‘ 





Federal Payments Replacing 


Taxes Suggested by Wright 


SPA Administrator in Opposing Dondero Bill before House 
Committee Advances Idea in Reply to Criticism That SPA Is 
Tax Free—Whittington Favors FPC Selling Interior Energy 


THe House Public Works Committee, 
engaged in the slow and painful task 
of forging a new federal policy, this 
week heard a public power adherent 
urge that government power plants pay 
taxes comparable to those paid by pri- 
vately owned electric utilities. 

This unexpected statement came dur- 
ing the committee’s hearings on a bill 
introduced by Rep. George A. Dondero, 
its chairman. The Dondero Bill was 
designed by its author to amend Sec- 
tion 5 of the 1944 Flood Control Act 
so as to strip the Interior Department 
of authority to market energy from 
flood control reservoirs built by the 
Army Engineers. It now is apparent, 
however, that the measure will con- 
tain other broad policy provisions be- 
fore the committee completes action 
upon it. 

The recommendation that federal 
power projects pay a charge in lieu of 
taxes was made by Douglas Wright, 
chief of the Southwestern Power Ad- 
ministration, who, however, opposed the 
Dondero Bill. Wright was being ques- 
tioned by Chairman Dondero, who 
termed the operation of federal power 








LAMME AWARD—Jokn B. MacNeill, 
left, Westinghouse Electric Corp., 
receives the Lamme Medal from Presi- 
dent J. Elmer Housley of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Electrical Engineers 
at its recent convention at Montreal 
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plants as “unfair competition” to pri- 
vate industry, pointing out that SPA 
pays “no taxes whatever.” 

“T think we should,” Wright suddenly 
replied. “Congress should give reason- 
able consideration to some form of 
charge on these projects as a base 
against taxes.” 

He made it clear that such a charge 
should be established after costs of a 
project were allocated and the required 
amortization payments had been set, 
Then, he continued, “the Congress 
might well give consideration to adding 
to that cost (of amortization) 10 per. 
cent of gross receipts, or 15 or 5 per- 
cent, or whatever Congress in its wis 
dom finds . . . as a tax payment.” 


Payments Equal to Taxes 


Asked if such a payment should be 
equal to that a private utility would 
pay in taxes on the same amount of 
revenue, he said, “I think that would 
be one fair measure Congress ought to 
use in considering it.” 

Wright’s testimony provided the sec- 
ond major surprise of the hearings. 
Previously Democratic Rep. Will Whit- 
tington, former chairman of the com- 
mittee and one of the authors of See- 
tion 5, suggested that the Dondero Bill 
“might” be amended to turn over the 
job of marketing federal energy, from 
Interior-built projects as well as those 
of the Army, to the Federal Power 
Commission. 

Rep. Whittington made this proposal 
during testimony by Interior’s William 
E. Warne, who will take office as as 
sistant secretary on July 1. Warne 
had asserted that the Dondero Bill 
would not avoid duplication of federal 
agencies in the federal power field, as 
claimed by its advocates. If the Army 
and FPC undertook to market flood 
control power, he pointed out, Interior 
still would retain the same job in re 
spect to the many reclamation projects 
which produce energy. 

In reply to Rep. Whittington’s sug: 
gestion, he argued that such a step 
would put FPC in the “undesirable 
position” of regulating private utilities 
and operating publicly owned utilities 
at the same time. 

Interior’s position on the bill, pre 
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sented in a written report by Secretary 
Krug and in testimony of several rep- 
resentatives of the department, was 
summed up by Administrator Wright. 
The latter asserted that “our opposi- 
tion . . . is based upon our firm con- 
viction that it is net in the best in- 
terest of the people or the country, 
that its enactment would . . . adversely 
aflect the development and full utiliza- 
tion of the water resources of the coun- 
try, that any benefits accruing from the 
generation of hydroelectric power and 
the integration of such power with ex- 
isting systems would accrue solely to 
...» private utility companies, and that 
there would be no savings in power 
costs to power consumers. . .” 

Proponents of the measure began 
testifying Tuesday, and among the first 
of these were C. Hamilton Moses, pres- 
ident of Arkansas Power & Light Co., 
and Kinsey M. Robinson, president of 
Washington Water Power Co. 

Moses charged that the vagaries of 
the present federal power policy, as 
interpreted by the Interior Department 
under Section 5, had placed utility 
companies of the Southwest in a posi- 
tion where “we do not know where we 
are—what to plan, what or when to 
build.” 

“The question is what will the gov- 
ernment do with its hydro power to be 
developed from the flood control dams 
in that area,” he declared. “There- 
fore, we are asking an immediate clar- 
ification of that important question.” 


Electric Machine Industry 
Employees 80% Unionized 


The electrical machinery industry is 
in a group of 22 in which from 80 to 
100 percent of the employees are cov- 
ered by union contract. This is re- 
ported in a Bureau of Labor statistics 
study which, for 1945, had placed elec- 
trical machinery in the 60-79 percent 
category. The industry includes ma- 
chinery, equipment, and appliances. 

A breakdown of the type of union 
security in this industry shows 260.000 
under maintenance of membership, 
70,000 under union shop, 15,000 under 
union shop with preferential hiring, and 
another 15,000 under closed shop. As 
to check-off, 65 percent have automatic 
check-off, 19 percent voluntary, and 16 
percent none. 

As in 1945, the light and power in- 
dustry continued among those indus- 
tries which are between 40 and 59 per- 
cent organized by unions. More than 
half of those covered by contract work 


under maintenance of membership 
clauses. 


P.U. A. A. Delegates Advised 


to Get Closer to Management 


Importance of Advertising and Public Relations Departments 
to Companies Stressed—Newspaper People Criticize Utilities 
for Poor Handling of Press—Harold Metcalfe New President 


MANAGEMENT must take into its con- 
fidence its advertising and public rela- 
tions departments in order that they can 
do a better job of selling the company 
as well as its products to the public 
and to its employees. 

Speaker after speaker hammered 
home this point last week as the Public 
Utilities Advertising Association held 
its 26th annual convention at Detroit. 

And from two newspaper people, 
Sigrid Arne, Associated Press columnist 
and feature writer, and John Falvey, of 
the Wall Street Journal, came com- 
ments critical of management for the 
way utilities handle their press rela- 
tions. 

In a similar vein, A. C. Spurr, presi- 
dent of the Monongahela Power Co., 
condemned the failure of the industry 
to use pictures to tell its story and 
pointed out that the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, Bonneville Power Adminis- 
tration, and the Rural Electrification 
Administration do a better job, as is 
evidenced by the number of pictures 
from such sources which appear in mag- 
azines and newspapers and are dis- 
tributed by picture syndicates. 

Harold S. Metcalfe, West Penn Power 
Co., was elected president. Other offi- 
cers elected were Herbert Briggs, Jr., 
Duquesne Light Co., first vice-presi- 
dent; Floyd I. Fairman, Kentucky Util- 
ities Co., second vice-president; Wil- 
liam B. Hewson, Brooklyn Union Gas 
Co., third vice-president; Ray W. Gar- 
vin, Monongahela Power Co., secretary; 
and Mead Schenck, Interstate Power 


Co., treasurer. All direct advertising 
for their companies. 

Directors named were Paul L. Pen- 
field, Detroit Edison Co,; Charles J. Al- 
len, Connecticut Light & Power Co.; 
W. S. Johnson, Wisconsin Power & 
Light Co.; C. Fred Westin, Public Serv- 
ice Electric & Gas Co., Newark; Walter 
G. Heren, Union Electric Co. of Mis- 
souri; and Edgar B. Chesnutt, Arkansas 
Power & Light Co. 

Results of a survey on the location of 
the advertising department in electric 
companies, presented by Robb M. Wins- 
borough, Middle West Service Co., re- 
vealed that in 79 companies having 45.54 
percent of the total meters in the United 
States there are four major patterns: 
(1) in the commercial department; (2) 
in the commercial department but with 
direct access to the chief executive on 
matters not limited to commervial or 
new business activities; (3) in the 
public relations department, and (4) 
separate department reporting directly 
to the chief executive. 

Some of the conclusions were that as 
the size of the company increases the 
opportunity for the advertising depart- 
ment to serve and assist other depart- 
ments seems to broaden, and there is a 
tendency to bring the department closer 
to the executive level; there is a ten- 
dency to combine the public relations 
and advertising functions often under a 
vice-president; there is a growing 
tendency to consult the advertising de- 
partment on matters of personnel and 
labor relations; and in large companies 


Publicity Tips for Management 


As Suggested by Sigrid Arne, Associated Press 


Cocktails and luncheons are no substitute for a good story. 

Don’t waste our time. We have deadlines. 

When an unfavorable story breaks, give your side of the story immediately, 
not weeks later when the news value is gone. 

Don’t hold press conferences when you have nothing to say, and don’t 


come to the conference unprepared. 


Time your releases for days when other news and advertising are not heavy. 
Send out abstracts with lengthy releases. 
Stale news, even in fancy folders, goes in the wastebasket. 
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P.U.A.A. OFFICERS—Guiding the Public Utilities Advertising Association during the coming year will be, left to right, 





Mead Schenck, Interstate Power Co., treasurer; Herbert Briggs, Duquesne Light Co., first vice-president; Harold S. Metcalfe, 
West Penn Power Co., president; William B. Hewson, Brooklyn Union Gas Co., third vice-president; Floyd I. Fairman, 
Kentucky Utilities Co., second vice-president; and Ray Garvin, Monongahela Power Co., secretary 


the advertising department tends to be- 
come a agency for all other 
departments, assisting in the prepara- 
tion of annual reports, stockholder no- 
tices, bill forms, and all other forms of 
public communication. 

A survey of comparative advertising 
costs in the utility field, reported by 
Henry Obermeyer for Clarence L. Law, 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, 
indicated that electric companies are 
now spending a higher percentage of 
their gross receipts for advertising than 
they did in 1940. 

However, Elon G. Borton, president, 
Advertising Federation of America, said 
that in 1946 the utilities spent less per 
capita than they did in 1929, and, call- 
ing advertising a common sense sales 
tool, advised the delegates to realize the 
breadth of their position, demand more 
responsibility, and become more im- 
portant. 

Speaking on “The Advertising Man- 
ager and Employee Relations,” Lee H. 
Hill, editor and publisher of Exectri- 
cAL WoRLD, pointed out that if each 
company will sell its system to its em- 
ployees, there need be no fear for free 
enterprise or of communism. He brought 
out that survey after survey has indi- 
cated that employees know nothing 
about their companies and that good 
employee relations may lose most of 
their value unless the employees know 
and recognize that the company has a 
good employee relations program. 

Miss Arne criticized utility manage- 
ment for being evasive and for refusing 
to comment promptly when unfavorable 
stories concerning the management are 
in the news. She said that most gov- 


service 





ernment departments do a much better 
press relations job. 

In a similar vein, Falvey warned that 
news can’t be kept secret. He advised 
that financial deals in progress should 
be reported immediately to the public 
and the stockholders and that the place 
to start a good public relations program 
is at the bottom and not the top. 


1947 Better Copy Contest 
Winners Are Announced 


Winners in the 1947 Better Copy Con- 
test of the Public Utilities Advertising 
Association were announced last week 
at the annual convention of the associa- 
tion. 

Over 1,000 entries were received from 
electric utilities for the 13 classifications 
in which they were eligible to compete. 
Four classifications were exclusively for 
gas or transportation companies. Some 
classifications were open to all utilities. 

For the competition, companies were 
classified according to the number of 
customers served, the Group A com- 
panies having less than 100,000 cus- 
tomers, Group C more than 400,000, and 
Group B between these totals. 

Electric utility winners were: 

Series of five or more newspaper ad- 
vertisements—Group A, Hawaiian Elec- 
tric Co.; B, Indianapolis Power & Light 
Co.; C, Iowa Utilities Association, Des 
Moines. 

Single newspaper advertisement on a 
public relations subject—Group A, 
Hawaiian Electric Co.; B, Narragan- 
sett Electric Co.; C, Philadelphia Elec- 
tric Co. 
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Single newspaper advertisement pro- 
moting the use of electric service— 
Group A, Louisiana Power & Light Co.; 
B, Dallas Power & Light Co.; C, North- 
ern States Power Co. 

Employee publications — Class A, 
Hawaiian Electric Co.; B, Ohio Public 
Service Co.; C, Niagara Hudson Power 
Corp. 

Direct mail to residential customers— 
Group A, Louisiana Power & Light Co.; 
B, Public Service Co. of Northern 
Illinois. 

Special booklets—Group A, Kansas 
Gas & Electric Co.; B, Shawinigan 
Water & Power Co.; C, Southern Cali- 
fornia Edison Co. 

Window display—Group B, Cincin- 
nati Gas & Electric Co. 

Inside display—Group B, Shawinigan 
Water & Power Co. 

Outdoor advertising—Group A, Wash- 
ington Water Power Co.; B, Cincinnati 
Gas & Electric Co. 

Annual report to  stockholders— 
Group A, Colorado Central Power Co.; 
B, Houston Lighting & Power Co.; C, 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 

Annual report to employees—Group 
B, Connecticut Light & Power Co.; C, 
Consolidated Edison Co., New York. 

Motion pictures—All in one group. 
Detroit Edison Co. 

Radio—All in one 
Electric Co. of Missouri. 

There were a number of honorable 
mentions in most classifications. 

The winning advertisements have been 
reproduced and may be secured for $5 
from Herbert Briggs, Jr., advertising 
manager, Duquesne Light Co., 435 Sixth 
Ave., Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
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FPC Denies License to Utility 
to Operate Bull Shoals Plant 


White River Power Co. Was Willing also to Build Station 
—Commission Claims Inability to Overrule Authorization 


of Congress to Army Engineers—Review of Case Seems Sure 


ANOTHER “test case” as to whether or 
not private enterprise should be per- 
mitted to share in a federal river de- 
velopment project was handed Congress 
last week by the Federal Power Com- 
mission. 

The case involved was an application 
by the White River Power Co., for a 
license to build and operate the power 
plant at Bull Shoals dam, a multiple- 
purpose project on Arkansas’ White 
River, which has been undertaken by 
the Army Engineers. In dismissing 
this application, FPC employed much 
the same reasoning it displayed last 
January in rejecting a utility company’s 
bid to construct the Clark Hill reser- 
voir on Georgia’s Savannah River. 

The Commission’s decisions in both 
cases hinged upon the viewpoint that, 
by enacting authorizing legislation and 
appropriating construction funds, Con- 
gress had directed the Engineers to 
build both projects in their entirety 
and that it was beyond the powers of 
FPC to upset the intent of Congress. 


Effect on Public Interest Ignored 


As in its Clark Hill decision, the 
Commission made no finding as to the 
effect of private construction of Bull 
Shoals upon the public interest. The 
company had based its appeal for a 
license on that argument that, by tak- 
ing over the power plant, it could save 
the government its investment therein, 
return to the Treasury all other costs 
of power production, and provide addi- 
tional taxable property. 

The Bull Shoals decision is almost 
certain to be “reviewed” by Congress. 
A Congressional committee is studying 
proposed legislation designed to permit 
private construction and operation of 
Clark Hill, in whole or in part. Success 
of one of these measures would pave 
the way for similar Congressional ac- 
tion in regard to Bull Shoals and, per- 
haps, other such projects in which in- 
dustry might wish to participate. 

The House Public Works Committee 
opened hearings this week on two bills 
to alter drastically the Engineers’ plans 
for construction of Clark Hill. One, 
introduced by Rep. George A. Dondero, 
Michigan Republican, would direct FPC 
to issue a license to Savannah River 


Beaten Once Arkansas 
Utility Will Try Again 


Arkansas Power & Light Co., 
whose application to take over 
Bull Shoals Dam was rejected 
by FPC, is planning to make a 
similar bid to install a 38,000- 
kw. plant at Blakely Mt. Dam on 
the Ouachita River, near Hot 


Springs. Army engineers began 


preliminary construction last 
year on a project of the same 
capacity. 

President C. Hamilton Moses 
told a House subcommittee last 
week that his company’s license 
to construct Blakely dam had 
been cancelled by FPC, or it 
would have been finished in 


1945. 





Electric for construction and operation 
of the power plant at the project. The 
other, sponsored by Rep. Earl Wilson, 
Indiana Republican, would “de-author- 
ize” Clark Hill, forbidding further con- 
struction by the Engineers at the site. 

Last week’s FPC decision merely 
traced the history of federal interest in 
the Bull Shoals project, pointing out 
that: (1) the development, “including 
power generating facilities,’ was au- 
thorized by Congress under the Flood 
Control Act of 1941 and complementary 
legislation for construction by the En- 
gineers; (2) Congress appropriated 
$8,500,000 and the Engineers have ob- 
ligated approximately that amount for 
starting construction of the project; 
(3) issuance of a license to utilize the 
head and storage created by Bull Shoals 
dam “would be in direct conflict with 
the authority of the War Department 
to utilize this same head and storage.” 

The dismissal order added that, since 
FPC in a preliminary survey of the 
project had recommended the project 
for federal development, “no further 
report or recommendation” by the Com- 
mission was “appropriate” after the 
authorization and appropriation by Con- 
gress for Bull Shoals. 

“There is no evidence in the record 
at this time,” the order concluded, that 
construction of the power generating 
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facilities will not be carried out or the 
power disposed of as authorized (under 
Section 5, Flood Control Act of 1944) 
and, in the absence of a showing that 
construction . . . has been abandoned 
or modified so that the Commission 
would be justified in considering on 
its merits an application for develop- 
ment ... by non-federal interests, the 
application for license should be dis- 
missed.” 


Northwest Utility Merger 
Voted by Stockholders 


Merger of the Northwestern Electric 
Co. and the Pacific Power & Light 
Co. was approved by stockholders and 
directors of the two utility companies. 
The merger, effective May 31, consoli- 
dates Northwestern into Pacific Power 
& Light, which will carry on the former’s 
public service responsibilities in the 
Portland, Ore., and Vancouver, Wash., 
areas. The meeting of Northwestern 
stockholders was held at Vancouver, 
Wash., and of the Pacific company at 
Augusta, Me. 

Steps to’ merge the two companies, 
affiliated since 1925, began a year ago 
with the filing of a merger and re- 
financing plan with state and federal 
regulatory bodies. Following public 
hearings the merger plan was approved 
by the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion, the Federal Power Commission, the 
Oregon Public Utilities Commissioner 
and the Washington Department of 
Public Service. 

Under the merger, Paul B. McKee, 
Portland, president of Pacific, will con- 
tinue in that office. L. T. Merwin, presi- 
dent of Northwestern, became vice- 
president of Pacific, and R. W. Lawlor, 
assistant secretary and assistant trea- 
surer of Northwestern, becomes assistant 
secretary of Pacific. E. C. Sammons, 
Arthur L. Fields and Walter S. Babson, 
directors of Northwestern, become mem- 
bers of the Pacific board of directors. 

The first step in the refinancing of the 
systems will be the issuance of a new 
5 percent preferred stock issue to re- 
place the present 7 and 6 percent pre- 
ferred stock of the two companies. 
Holders of approximately 80 percent of 
the present preferreds have indicated 
acceptance of the exchange offer. 


Memorial to W. G. Hickling 


New York State Electric & Gas Corp. 
will name its 45,000-hp. generating 
plant, under construction at East Corn- 
ing, Hickling station as a memorial to 
the late William G. Hickling, a vice- 
president and director of the corpora- 
tion. 
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Taft-Hartley Bill Now Law; 


Year Needed to Settle Effects 


Portions of Law not Effective until July 1, 1948—Truman 
Cooperation and Congressional Support Needed—Government 
Now Has Power to Halt Nation-Wide Strikes by Injunction 


Tue Taft-Hartley Labor Bill became law 
on June 23 when the Senate, for the first 
time, overrode a Truman veto, 68-25, 
after a 331-83 vote by the House. But 
the full impact of this first peace-time 
change in federal labor policy since the 
Wagner Act was passed in 1935 won’t be 
known for at least a year. 

Until July 1, 1948, various parts of 
the law will take effect at different times. 
Also, during this year, it will become 
evident whether the Truman administra- 
tion, which fought the bill, intends to 
give it a chance to make good through 
fair handling. 

Congress, too, must make further de- 
cisions in the way of implementing the 
law with necessary appropriations. The 
Senate must confirm two new members 
of the five-man National Labor Relations 
Board and, more important, its general 
counsel, in whom it has vested greater 
powers. 

What the new law means to manage- 
ment in the electrical industry will be 
analyzed in detail in a later issue of 
ELECTRICAL WORLD. 

Government injunctive procedure for 
coping with “national emergencies” 
such as a coal strike and, conceivably, 
a power shutdown over a large area be- 
came effective immediately. Also 
stopped immediately is the making of a 
contract calling for (1) the automatic 
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checkoff of union dues or (2) employer 
contributions to a union-controlled wel- 
fare fund. Suits may now be filed for 
damages resulting from contract viola- 
tions, jurisdictional disputes, or second- 
ary boycotts. 

Not effective until August 22 are the 
broad functions of the enlarged NLRB. 
These include bringing of charges of 
unfair labor practices against unions, 
the 60-day notice of contract changes 
or termination, the filing of financial 
statements by unions and non-Com- 
munist affidavits by union officials, the 
closed shop ban, denial of bargaining 
privileges to supervisors, and the various 
new NLRB elections. 

Closed shop agreements signed be- 
tween June 23 and August 22 cannot 
run for more than a year. Others 
previously in effect cannot be renewed 
when the existing agreement expires. 

Existing welfare funds which went 
into effect after January 1, 1946, must 
conform to the new limitations when 
the agreement expires, but not later than 
July 1, 1948. Thus, any new fund nego- 
tiated by John L. Lewis for his United 
Mine Workers must be jointly adminis- 
tered and meet other restrictions, since 
the government agreement expires June 
30 when the soft coal mines are re- 
turned to private ownership. 
Technically, NLRB will still function 
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OKLAHOMA CO-OP SUFFERS TORNADO LOSS—Left, the warehouse of the Northwestern Electric Cooperative, Wood- 
ward, Okla., following a tornado. Right, what was left of the office of the co-op after the same tornado had passed 
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under the Wagner Act until August 22, 


but it’s inconceivable that it would 
press for enforcement of any existing 
or new decisions which conflict with the 
Taft-Hartley provisions. 

The recent order against Potomac 
Electric Power Co., Washington, for 
instance, probably will not be enforced, 
since it directs PEPCO to bargain with 
the Electric Utility Foremen’s Associa- 
tion in behalf of PEPCO supervisors. 

Likewise, the Virginia Electric & 
Power Co. and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
A.F.L., which signed an agreement cov- 
ering supervisors, will be free agents in 
regard to these workers insofar as the 
Taft-Hartley law applies. 


Allis-Chalmers Strikers 
Found Guilty of Contempt 


Twenty-six members of Local 248, 
United Auto Workers, C.1.0., which 
conducted the lengthy strike against the 
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. at its 
West Allis plant have been found guilty 
of contempt of court by Circuit Judge 
Roland J. Stein] at Milwaukee. The 
court’s decision resulted from refusal of 
the local and those convicted to obey 
a court-supported order of the Wiscon- 
sin Employment Relations Board ban- 
ning mass picketing during the lengthy 
strike. 

Three officers of the local, Robert 
Buse, president; Joseph Dombek, vice- 
president; and Fred McStroul, record- 
ing secretary, were sentenced to five 
months each in the House of Correction. 
Three months’ sentences were given to 
19 union members. Four others were 
fined $200 each, and a fine of $250 was 
levied against the local. 















REA and A. T. & T. Agreement 
Fixes Joint Use of Facilities 


2 Standard Contracts Provide for Lease of Either Power 


or Telephone Lines and Poles fer Combined Service—REA 


Officials Still Have Hopes of Entering Telephone Business 


Deraits of the long-expected agree- 
ment for joint use of facilities between 
the Rural Electrification Administra- 
tion and the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. finally were announced 
last week. The agreement was in the 
form of two “standard contracts,” 
whereunder an REA borrower and a 
Bell System company could arrange to 
lease either power or telephone lines 
and poles for combined service. 

REA long has cherished an interest 
in telephone operations. Until recently, 
at least, it has supported proposed 
legislation which would authorize it to 
make loans for rural telephone service. 
Two such bills still are before Con- 
gress, one sponsored by Sen. Lister 
Hill, of Alabama, and the other by Rep. 
Will Poage, of Texas, ardent Congres- 
sional adherents of REA. 

The agreement with A. T. & T. pro- 
vides the basis for contracts with either 
Bell companies or independent tele- 
phone systems and specifies that co-ops 
will not render telephone service under 
such arrangements. But REA officials 
indicated that they still have a hopeful 
eye on the Hill-Poage bills. 


For example, REA Administrator 
Claude Wickard pointed out that the 
new joint-use agreement might mean 
little to rural people, of whom “only 
about 40 percent have telephone serv- 
ice.” 

“In some cases,” he added, “tele- 
phone companies still may not find 
rural lines sufficiently profitable to in- 
terest them, even taking into account 
the economies resulting from joint-use 
agreements. Also, telephone companies 
such cs small independents and mu- 
tuals may not be in financial position 
to participate in a program of this type. 
In other words, approval of these con- 
tracts, although helpful, does not in 
itself give definite assurance of tele- 
phone service to REA (power) con- 
sumers.” 

The contract for joint use of poles, 
likely to be more common than the 
sharing of actual lines, calls for pay- 
ment by the telephone company to the 
REA system involved an annual rental 
of $1 to $1.70 per pole, depending on 
sectional pole-line costs. when REA 
poles are used. When telephone poles 
are used, the REA borrower will pay 
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CIGRE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS—At time of A.LE.E. sessions in 
Montreal, leaders in -the Conference Internationale des Grands Reseaux Elec- 
triques (International Conference of High-Voltage Transmission) gathered to 
formulate plans for 1948 paper program in Paris. Front Row (I. to r.): B. O. 
Rathsman, Sweden; Fred Atwood, USA; W. Borgquist, Sweden; Ernest Mercier, 
France; J. Morse, Canada; A. B. Cooper, Canada (for P. V. Hunter, UK) ; Pierre 
\illeret, France, and Walker Cisler, USA. Second Row: E. V. Leipoldt, Canada; 
H. L. Melvin, USA; G. A. Gaherty, Canada, and Leon F. Groslier, France 
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70 cents more per pole where the tele- 
phone company is required to install 
more expensive poles to carry power 
lines. 

Rates are based on use of 35-ft., class 
6 poles, which, it was agreed, are 
adequate to carry both telephone and 
power circuits. If either utility re- 
quires more expensive installations, it 
will bear the difference in installed 
cost between the necessary facilities 
and class 6 poles. Telephone and 
power systems each will own and main- 
tain their own property on the poles. 

The form contract for joint use of 
wires covers so-called carrier telephone 
installations. This type of service has 
been adjudged both by the telephone 
industry and REA as likely to be limited 
to areas of very low consumer density. 
Only about 100 carrier telephones now 
are used in residential service. 

REA power systems will be reim- 
bursed by the telephone company 
installing carrier facilities for any ex- 
penses incurred because of the installa- 
tion. In addition, the REA system will 
receive a rental fee of $1 per year for 
each pole used. 


Supreme Court Refuses 


to Review PEPCO Rates 


Potomac Electric Power Co. lost a 
long legal battle over its 1943-44 power 
rates recently when the Supreme Court 
refused to review a lower court decision 
in the case. The high court gave no 
reason for its dismissal of appeals by 
both the company and the federal 
government. 

The proceeding originated when the 
District of Columbia Public Utilities 
Commissioner ordered PEPCO to reduce 
its commercial and residential rates 
for the year ending March 1, 1944. The 
commission based its order on a long- 
standing “sliding scale” formula by 
which it has set rates for the utility 
yearly since 1925. 

The company protested the rate cut, 
which it estimated would amount to 
about $1,000,000. When the case was 
carried to the courts, the government, 
as a major customer of PEPCO, inter- 
vened contending that an even larger 
reduction should have been ordered. 

Throughout the litigation, which was 
carried through Federal District and 
Appeals courts, the company maintained 
a “refund reserve” from which its 1943 
customers will receive refunds. The 
lower courts upheld the commission’s 
order. The company’s rates for suc- 
ceeding years also are now open for 
review since the commission adjourned 
its studies of PEPCO’s rates pending 
settlement of the court fight. 
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New England Output Up 
Despite Industrial Decline 


Increase over 1944 Higher Than 
in Other Sections of Country— 
Residential Sales Growing Fast 


Encouraging reports from representa- 
tive electric systems in New England 
indicate that thus far, scattered unem- 
ployment, shutting down of a number 
of woolen mills, and the advent of con- 
siderable discrimination in purchasing 
by the public have failed to lower out- 
puts in comparison with earlier post- 
war generation. 

In April, 1947, a cross-sectional group 
of important systems generated and 
purchased 678,048,991 kw.-hr., a gain 
of 12.8 percent over a year ago; but 
this does not tell the complete story, as 
New England’s increase has been grow- 
ing substantially since the war peak. 
Output in 1946 was 4.3 percent above 
1945. In 1945, New England’s energy 
production was about 1.5 percent below 
1944. The United States reached its 
peak output for a year in 1944. In 1946, 
the nation was still about 2.1 percent 
under 1944, while New England was 2.9 
percent above its 1944 record. 

Data from the Edison Electric In- 
stitute, for the week ended June 7, 
1947, show a percentage gain for New 
England of 6.7 over the corresponding 
period of 1946, and for the country as 
a whole, 18.2 percent. The Northeast 
has done much better than a week 
against week comparison might indi- 
cate, since it has made cumulative gains 
in output which have carried it past its 
former peaks on a 12-month basis, and 
on weekly outputs has reached levels 
already representing healthy gains over 
earlier figures. 


Big Gains in Major Categories 


Confidential figures from important 
systems reveal gratifying gains in en- 
ergy sales under major load categories. 
Taking several for April, 1947, one 
company sold 18,666,000 kw. to indus- 
trials against 17,471.000 a year ago; 
another’s power sales rose from 8,696,- 
000 to 9,194,000 kw.-hr.; and the com- 
bined power sales of several other com- 
panies of varied size rose from 125,- 
951,000 to 134,055,000 kw.-hr., in a rep- 
resentative case; from 10,376,000 to 
12,231,000 in another; and from 26.- 
494,000 to 31,229,000 in several com- 
bined totals. Residential business has 
grown startlingly. Combined sales for 
a number of companies show a rise in 
April from 41,707,000 to 47,856,000 
kw.-hr. over a year ago; one operating 
company sold householders 21,765,000 
in April, 1946, and 25,208,000 this 
April. The gradual but definite in- 
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crease in availability of domestic elec- 
trical appliances is bearing fruit. 

Construction on new _ generating 
equipment is proceeding rapidly, and 
system development schedules are un- 
der way looking forward for at least 
five years. Steam units of around 85,- 
000, 50,000 and 40,000-kw. rating are 
going in, subject to the prevailing pro- 
tracted delivery conditions. Several 
substantial hydro projects are under 
way; two mercury units are expected to 
add their capacity and efficient operat- 
ing characteristics to utility resources 
well within this period. It is probable 
that well over 500,000 kw. will be added 
to these systems by 1951. 


February Electric Energy 
Sales Rose 19.2 Percent 


Sales of electric energy to ultimate 
customers in February, 1947, totaled 
17,783,262,000 kw.-hr., compared with 








Classification of Sales, February, 1947 
and Change from 1946 














Kilowatt-Hour Sales % 
February 1947 1946 Change 

Residential or domestic.... 3,960 3,505 +13.0 
Rural (distinct rural rates) 295 243 +21.4 
Commercial or industrial 

Small light & power.... 3,142 2,708 +16.0 

Large light & power..... 8,988 7,083 +26.9 
Street & highway lighting.. 204 198 +2.6 
Other public authorities.... 506 518 —2.3 
Railways & railroads 

Street & interurban...... 417 394 +5.8 

Electrified railroads ..... 226 220 +2.6 
Interdepartmental ......... 46 51 —9,2 
Total to ult. customers....17,783 14,920 +19,.2 
14,920,230,000 kw.-hr. in February, 


1946, an increase of 19.2 percent, 
Edison Electric Institute has reported. 

Revenue from ultimate customers 
amounted to $320,173.600 in February, 
compared with $288,856,200 in Febru- 
ary, 1946, an increase of 10.8 percent. 

For the twelve months ended Febru- 
ary 28, 1947, the average use per cus- 
tomer advanced to 1,349 »w.-hr. from 
1,257 kw.-hr. for the preceding year, 
an increase of 7.3 percent; the aver- 
age annual bill to $42.90 from $42.17, 
an increase of 1.7 percent; revenue 
per kw.-hr. dropped to 3.18 cents from 
3.39 cents, a decrease of 6.2 percent. 





MEETINGS 


Previously Listed 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Pacific 
General Meeting, San Diego Hotel, San Diego, 
Calif., Aug. 26-29. 
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SEC RULINGS 





The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission recently issued a series of orders 
affecting electric utility companies. 


New EncLAND Power ASSOCIATION’S $85,- 
000,000 refinancing program has been ap- 
proved. The name of the company is to 
be changed to New England Electric Sys- 
tem. The program includes the sale at 
competitive bidding of $25,000,000 of deben- 
tures, due in 1967, and of $50,000,000 due 
in 1977, and the issuance of $10,000,000 of 
ten-year serial notes to certain banks. The 
interest rate on the debentures and the 
public offering prices will be determined 
by competitive bidding over which the 
SEC reserves jurisdiction. Proceeds, with 
treasury funds in the aggregate sum of 
$86,417,391, are to be applied to the pre- 
payment of New England Power’s two 
series of outstanding debentures, to the 
prepayment of two bank loans and to cer- 
tain cash payments to holders of preferred 
stocks of four of its subsidiary holding 
companies. The latter securities are: The 
$2 preferred stock of Massachusetts Power 
and Light Associates, the $3 preferred of 
North Boston Lighting Properties, the 5 
percent preferred of Massachusetts Utili- 
ties Associates, and the $2 preferred of 
Rhode Island Public Service Co. Simul- 
taneously, the commission handed down a 
memorandum opinion in which they turned 
aside objections of a committee represent- 
ing the holders of the $2 preferred stock 
of Rhode Island. This committee had 
petitioned the SEC to ask the Federal Dis- 
trict Court for an order permitting it to 
consider further the amended plan of 
simplification. (Release No. 7416 and 
7417). 


AmerIcAN & Foreicn Power Co. and its 
subsidiary, the Ebasco International Corp., 
have received commission approval of their 
retirement plan for employees. The plan, 
effective as of January 1, is subject to 
approval by stockholders of Foreign Power, 
which at the present time has no employees 
of its own. It calls for two funds: one 
for “future service” to be provided by 
contributions to be made both by Interna- 
tional and its employees, and the other for 
“past service” to be provided by Inter- 
national. (Release No. 7477). 


Texas Hypro-Etectric Corp’s applica- 
tion, requesting permission to withdraw its 
$3.50 no par value cumulative preferred 
stock from listing and registration on the 
Chicago Board of Trade, has been granted. 
The commission stipulated in its order 
dated May 27 that the withdrawal would 
not become effective until 60 days after 
this date. (Release No. 3962). 


American Gas & Exectric Co. subsi- 
diaries have been authorized to borrow 
an aggregate of $35,600,000 from certain 
banks and to use the proceeds to pay off 
outstanding bank loans and to finance their 
extensive construction programs. Com- 
panies inyolved and the amount of their 
proposed borrowings are: Ohio Power Co., 
$13,000,000; Appalachian Electric Power 
Co., $12,600,000; Kentucky & West Vir- 
ginia Power Co., $7,500,000 and Wheeling 
Electric Co., $2,500,000. (Release Nos. 7437, 
7438, 7439 and 7440). 
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The Life of a Capacitor 
Depends on its “HEART” 


b 


( ‘Howa strong HEART is built into every 
Line Material Distribution Capacitor 


The ratio between operating voltage 
applied to the foil plates and total 
thickness of insulating tissue separat- 
ing these plates reveals a relatively 
low unit stress. 


Thus the insulation is not worked so 
hard, with consequent reduction in 
heating per unit volume. Such design 
characteristics in the L-M Capacitor 
assure the most economical, trouble- 


free service. 





kv losses, bushing flashover, 


5 AND STANDARDS. These capacitors meet all AIEE-NEMA 
lards for outdoor capacitors with respect to voltage rating, 
over-voltage test, 
th, radio noise, heating and discharge resistors. 


insulation 


L-M Capacitor packs are wound in 
air that is clean and closely controlled 
as totemperature and humidity. Each 
assembled capacitor is dried under 
high vacuum and impregnated with 
‘*Elemex”’ insulating liquid by L-M’s 
exclusive ‘‘capillary impregnation” 
method. Each unit is treated sepa- 
rately, and is constantly tested for 
electrical efficiency. Each must meet 
high and rigid standards. 





Wisconsin. 








L-M Distribution Capacitors are now produced in sizes 15 KVA, 
2400 to 13,800 volts, and 10 KVA, 2400 and 4160 volts. For further 
information write to Line Material Company, 





The “heart” of a capacitor is the aggre- 
gate of its packs. The quality of metal 
foil, insulating tissue, and impregnant, 
the care and conditions of winding and 
impregnation ... these factors, com- 
bined with conservative unit stress, 
determine the length of life and serv- 
iceability of the capacitor. This fea- 
ture of L-M Capacitors is described at 
left below diagram. 


Other L-M Capacitor Features: 
Major Insulation; a multiple 
cover of top grade Kraft paper. 
Wire for connecting packs in 
series-parallel arrangement. 
Finish; 3 coats alkyd resin type 
paint, oven baked; highly durable. 
Seal-off Hole, with copper plug 
soldered in. 


Dowels (two); prevent shifting of 
packs within tank. 
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Discharge Resistor; for safety in 
handling Capacitor; drains off 
charge to potential of 50 v. or less 
within 5 minutes. 


Leader from pack to bushing. 


Rain Shed; assists in maintaining 
moisture-proof seal. 


oO 


Gaskets above and below rain 
shed, of cemented resin bonded 
cork. 

Terminal; advanced clamp de- 
sign; will take at least two conduc- 
tors; parts cannot fall off during 
connection. 


Outer Bushing Gasket. 


.f 
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Bushing Sealer; entire space be- 
tween inner and outer porcelain 
filled with compound, which in- 
creases internal flashover value 
and eliminates corona. 


Outer Porcelain (wet process). 


Metal End Plates; 
dowels and packs. 
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anchor the 


16 Inner Porcelain (wet process). 


17 Inside Bushing Gasket. 







Milwaukee 1, 





LINE MATERIAL 


OTe a at il ca Par ee ear 





rground Equipment ¢ Fibr 


Fuse Cutouts and Fuse Links © Lightning A 


» Conduit ¢ Street and Airport Lighting Equipr 


ete 


L-M DISTRIBUTION EQUIPMENT INCLUDES: Distribution Transformers ¢ 
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BRIGHT LIGHTS IN SCHENECTADY. When the new street _ the entire street), the illumination of the world's largest incandescent 
lighting system on Erie Boulevard in Schenectady was put in opera- lamp, 50,000 watts, by an atom-energized electrode acting on a 
tion, making it what is claimed to be one of the most brightly Geiger counter and relay, was a part of ceremonies. 
lighted streets in America (over 2.0 average foot-candles over the lamp are Mayor Mills Ten Eyck, left; Dr. A. F. Dickerson, head 





THE INDUSTRY IN 


TEACHING METER READING TO SAVE FUEL. Members of the Women's Volunteer 
Service taking a course in fuel economy are taught to read electric and gas meters by 
officials of the British Ministry of Fuel and Power. The women will attempt to interest 
others in self rationing of utility services to save fuel, a present necessity which will 
probably have to be continued for many months in their country 
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HOW MUCH WATER IN THE SNOW? !ni 


mantled precipitation and temperature recordets 
Department of Water & Power to determine ™ 


of the snow but . . . Its water content 
its shield, also records temperature. 
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of fMic's Lighting Division; Frank T. McEvoy, vice- 
pram York Power & Light Co., and J. H. Dempster, an 


afer, Eighty-two incandescent fixtures are involved 
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LIGHTNING IS INVITED TO STRIKE HERE. Riggers install a lightning rod atop pole 


extending 60 ft. above the topmost pinnacle of the 1|,250-ft. Empire State Building in 
New York where General Electric Co. “lightning scientists" will resume their studies 


interrupted by the war. Soon more patiently collected data will be added 
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nvomeras, a nule pack train carries dis- attention. Though the instrument locations are from 8,300 to 11,000 ft. above sea level, each instru- 
ders fe four s basins by the Los Angeles ment will be mounted . . . On steel towers from 12 to 20 ft. high to keep them above deep snow 
ne IME Owens Lake valley. Not the amount packs. . . . Accurate predictions of water runoff from the High Sierra snows are important to the 


e im@m The assembled device, shown without Department's electric system because operation of the Los. Angelés aqueduct hydro plants is measura- 
mecimmate for . four-month period without bly affected by the data received from snow surveys 








Four-way protection is the one big 
feature of Westinghouse AB “De-ion” 
Circuit Breakers. 

You buy more than positive protection 
for circuits and machines. 

You buy protection against wasted time, 
AB Breakers do not trip on brief, harm- 
less overloads. Machinery is kept going 
until it is necessary to break the circuit. 
When that happens, it is necessary only 
to flip the breaker handle to resume 
operation. 

You are protected against any further 
cost because the first investment is the 
only cost. Nothing is destroyed when 
breakers trip. Nothing has to be stocked 
as a replacement part. 

You also provide protection for your 
workmen when you install Westinghouse 
AB Breakers. The completely insulated 
enclosures are factory-sealed to prevent 
tampering of any kind, nor is it possible 
to hold the breaker closed against a 
dangerous over-current. 

Westinghouse AB Breakers are sup- 
plied in a complete range of types and 
sizes, with standard and optional fea- 
tures as shown at right. 

Enclosures using AB Breakers are 
available for all types of service. Ask 
your Westinghouse representative for 
facts and figures. Or write for De- 
scriptive Data 29-060. Westinghouse 
Electric Corporation, P. O. Box 868, 
Pittsburgh 30, Pa. J-60646-A 


hs 


ae 1 


a Td as 3 


10-50 
Voltage Rating—a-c 250 


Ampere Rating 


Voltage Rating—d-c B 86125- 

5 /250* 
Und. Lab. Int. 
Rating—Amps 5,000 
NEMA Int. 


Rating—Amps 5,000 


15-100 


250 & 
600 600 600 600 


1125/2508 1125/2508 125/250 §125/250 
& 250* 


5,000 & 
10,000 


5,000 & 


35-100 
250 & 


70-225 
250 & 


125-600 
250 & 


& 250* § & 250* § & 250° 
5,000 & 
10,000 


10,000 10,000 


15,000 15,000 25,000 


15,000 


Quick-Make and Break \ 
Thermal Trip Only 
Thermal & Magnetic Trip 
Interchangeable Trip 
Noninterchangeable Trip 
Adj. Magnetic Trip 
Nonadj. Magnetic Trip 
Magnetic Trip Only 
Nonautomatic Features 
Shunt Trip Att. 
Undervoltage Rel. Att. 
Bell Alarm Switches 
Auxiliary Switches 
Electrically Operated 
Mech. Interlock 


Reverse Current Trip 


Westi 


PLANTS IN 25 CITIES... 


AB-I enclosed circuit breakers are now 
available in most ratings for shipment from 
stock. For overload and short-circuit pro- 
tection of motor and other industrial cir- 
cuits. Ask for DB-30-530. 
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OFFICES EVERYWHERE 


AB “De-ion’” Circuit Breakers 
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Billions of Kw. Hr. 


3,7 Source: Edison Electric Institute 
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Florida Bans Public Utility 
Strikes, Lockouts, July 1 


Florida has banned strikes and lock- 
outs which would disrupt public util- 
ity service in a bill which had the sup- 
port of both labor and management. 
The bill, which becomes effective July 
1, also provides for compulsory arbitra- 
tion if conciliation fails. 

In any case of disagreement between 
labor and management of any privately 
owned utility, the governor is to ap- 
point a conciliator whose compensa- 
tion and expenses will be paid equally 
by the contending parties. If the con- 
ciliator fails to secure an understand- 
ing, labor and management each ap- 
point an arbitrator; and the governor 
appoints the third. Findings of the ar- 
bitration board will be binding on both 
parties, 

Railroads are the only privately 
owned utilties exempt from the provi- 
sions of the bill. 

Any violation of the act by any mem- 
ber of a group of employees acting in 
concert, or by any employer or utility 
officer, shall be a misdemeanor, pun- 
ishahle upon conviction by a fine of not 
more than $1.000 or imprisonment in 
the county jail for not more than a 
year, or both. 

Any lockout by any utility or any 
strike or work stoppage engaged in by 
any labor organization or union or any 
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concerted or simultaneous action on 
the part of a substantial number of 
members of a union, is subject to a pen- 
alty of $10.000 a day for each day of 
interruption or suspension of opera- 
tions. 

The law does not prevent an em- 
ployee from quitting his job. 


Alabama Power Sued 


Alabama Power Co. and Milton H. 
Fies, engineer in charge of the gasifi- 
cation experiment at the Gorgas mine 
of the utility, have been sued for $5,- 
000,000 by R. B. Kennedy, a retired 
miner, who charges the defendants with 
having used confidential information 
secured from him in the gasification ex- 
periment. Kennedy has applied for a 
patent on a gasification process. The suit 
has been filed in the Circuit Court at 
sirmingham. 


Billing Department Music 


Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. 
has announced that a system which will 
provide well modulated background 
music is being installed on a trial basis 
in the Customers Accounting Depart- 
ment where work on billing and cash 
stub sorting is performed. 
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Output Turns Downward 


The electric output curve lost during 
the week ended June 21, 1947, some of 
the ground it had regained during the 
preceding week, according to figures 
released by the Edison Electric Institute. 
The amount of electrical energy dis- 
tributed by the light and power com- 
panies of the country amounted to 
4.676,300,000 kw-hr., comparing with 
4,701,992.000 kw.-hr. during the preced- 
ing week. Last year the total was 
4,129,163,000 kw.-hr., this year’s figure 
representing an increase of 13.3 per- 
cent. For the preceding week the 
over-all gain for the country was 16.7 
percent. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1947 1946 1945 


June 21 4,676 June 22 4,129 June 23 4,358 
June 14 4,702 June 15 4,030 June 16 4,348 
June 7 4,635 June 8 3,920 June 9 4,327 
May 31 4,429 June 1 3,741 June 2 4,204 
May 24 4,663 May 25 3,942 May 26 4,330 
May 17 4,616 May 18 3,939 May 19 4,377 
May 10 4,653 May ll 3,911 May 12 4,302 


May 3 4,640 May 4 4,012 May 5 4,397 
Apr. 26 4,668 Apr. 27 3,977 Apr. 28 4,416 
Apr. 19 4,660 Apr. 20 3,987 Apr. 21 4,411 
Apr. 12 4,620 Apr. 13 4,015 Apr. 14 4,332 
Apr. 5 4,693 Apr. 6 3,988 Apr. 7 4,322 


Percent Change from Previous Year 





June 21 June 14 June 7 

New England ........ + 6.6 + 7.3 + 6.7 
Mid-Atlantic ......... + 7.) +10.3 +- 9.9 
Central Industrial ... +12.8 +16.4 -+-20.1 
Week GeRRORE vs viens cwes +-11.7 +-12.8 +13.6 
Southern States ...... +-16.5 +24.2 +24.4 
Rocky Mountain ..... +16.8 -+17.8 +15.7 
Pacific Coast ........ -+-18.9 +18.5 +19.8 
Total United States. -+-13.3 +16.7 +18.2 
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End FPC Interconnection 
Control, Cisler Requests 


Claims Present Statute Harmful 
to National Defense—House Group 


Conducts Hearings on Miller Bills 


In the interest of national defense the 
Federal Power Act should be amended 
to end federal regulation which is pre- 
venting vital interconnections of electric 
utility systems. 

That statement was made this week by 
Walker L. Cisler, Detroit Edison Co., 
before a House subcommittee conduct- 
ing hearings on the Miller bills. En- 
dorsing provision of these bills which 
would restrict FPC’s regulatory con- 
trols to strictly interstate utility oper- 
ations, he suggested that the measures 
be strengthened specifically to exempt 
interconnections from Commission juris- 
diction. At the request of the subcom- 
mittee, Cisler volunteered to draft such 
a proviso for addition to the Miller 
bills. 

This testimony highlighted the first 
two days of the hearings, during which 
a dozen utility industry and other wit- 
nesses testified in behalf of Rep. Miller’s 
proposed amendments of the act. FPC, 
which already had reported its opposi- 
tion (ELEctTRicAL Wor.p, June 21, Page 
50), began its testimony later in the 
week. 

Chairman Nelson Lee Smith, Com- 
missioners Draper and Olds, and several 
of FPC’s staff were scheduled to present 
the commission’s viewpoint. 


Beneficial in War and Peace 


Cisler told the Congressional group, 
a unit of the Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee, that his war-time 
experiences had convinced him that 
many interconnections should be made 
both for peace-time and war benefits. 
Electric utilities have been reluctant to 
complete such ties, he added, because 
they did not want to submit to complete 
FPC control. 

The military, through the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces, has re- 
quested that installation of reserve gen- 
erating capacity and interconnections in 
time of peace should be encouraged, 
Cisler said. At present, he continued, 
several vital interties between utilities 
in Michigan, Ohio, and Canada should 
be made, but the present language of 
the Power Act stands in the way. 

“The reason we have the present situ- 
ation,” he declared, “is due to provisions 
of the act which, because of the exist- 
ence of such ties, would force the utili- 
ties involved to come completely under 
the act, even though their business was 
predominantly intrastate.” 

Other adherents of the Miller bills 


20 


included representatives of manufactur- 
ing concerns in New England and Wis- 
consin, who protested against FPC’s 
assumption of regulatory jurisdiction 
over non-utility hydroelectric plants. 
F. G. Hamley, solicitor, and John E. 
Benton, former solictor of the National 
Association of Railroad and Utilities 
Commissioners, endorsed the Miller bills 
but proposed additional provisions to 
insure state regulation of all utility 
operations not specifically subject to 
federal controls, and to amend Part 1 
(Water Power Act) to limit FPC regu- 
lation of the rates and accounts of opera- 
tors of licensed hydro projects to their 
utility operations actually in interstate 
commerce. " 


Canadian Output in March 
Sets Record at 3.95 Billion 


Canadian central electric stations set 
a new production record in March 
when they produced 3,956,765,000 kw.- 
hr. The former record of 3,916,233,000 
kw.-hr. was set in January of this’ year. 
Output for the first quarter of the year 
was 11.462,223,000 kw.-hr. as compared 
with 10,148,888,000 kw.-hr. for the cor- 
responding quarter of 1946, which had 
the highest production on record. 

Consumption of primary power for 
the first quarter of 1947 was 8,909,584 
000 kw.-hr. This figure is below the 
9.370.857,000 kw.-hr. shown for the first 
quarter of 1944, the year the record 
for consumption of primary power was 
set at 35,054,335,000 kw.-hr. 

The following output statistics, re- 
leased by the Dominion Bureau of Sta- 
tistics. are given in thousands of kilo- 
watt-hours: 





Period 1947 1946 
Three months ........... 11,462,223 10,148,888 
PES” AW acesaexes 9,262,553 7,833,204 
OE. 2,199,670 2,315,648 
Exports to U.S....... 503,074 596,457 
PNR. citbeekhesuiedines 3,956,765 3,537,104 
Primary ...0< 3,195,451 2,703,096 
Secondary ..... 771,314 834,008 
Exports to U.S.. 183,125 219,274 
PE) cnttcasneswnes 3,589,225 3,183,011 
DED casa eeakthes 2,895,592 2,464,610 
CS hisaae sven 693,633 718,401 
Exports to U.S....... 151,786 178,661 
o 
Buys WAA Property 
The Monongahela Power Co. has 


purchased war-time electric facilities 
constructed to provide power for an 
ordnance plant at Morgantown. W. Va., 
for $460,000. The property includes ap- 
proximately 23 miles of transmission 
lines and facilities for a substation at 
Rivesville. The seller was the War As- 


sets Administration. 
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Montreal Utility President 
Concedes Defeat in Letter 


Referring to himself as the former 
president of the Montreal Light, Heat & 
Power. Cons., J. S. Norris has sent a 
letter to all shareholders. of the com.- 
pany telling them that the fight to 
secure a higher value for the shares of 
the expropriated utility is over and that 
the best the shareholders can do is ac- 
cept the government offer of $25. 

The letter signified the end of a 
struggle which began on April 15, 
1944, when the government’s Quebec 
Hydro - Electric Commission was 
formed. Until 1945, no move was made 
to recompense the shareholders. Then 
a law was passed authorizing Quebec 
Hydro to make an offer for the prop- 
erties. The offer made was turned down 
at a meeting of the shareholders. 

A board of three arbitrators was 
then to set a value on the properties. 
A legal battle immediately started as 
Quebec Hydro appointed its own 
chairman, L. E. Potvin, to represent it 
as one of the arbitrators. The strug: 
gle to have him disqualified is still be- 
fore the courts. 

Early this year, legislation was 
passed to permit all shareholders to 
turn in their shares at the rate of $25 
a share. Most holders did, and _ the 
others have their choice to do so or 
take the battle to court as individuals. 

Under the law, the duties of the com- 
pany’s directors terminated on May 10. 


Lightning Effects Study 
Will Be Renewed by G.E. 


The study of the effects of lightning 
on the Empire State Building, the 
largest in the world, are to be renewed 
by “lightning scientists” of the General 
Electric Co. The original studies were 
begun in 1935 under Dr. Karl B. 
McEachron but were interrupted by the 
war. 

Directing the new study will be J. H. 
Hagenguth, who will be assisted by Dr. 
J. W. Flowers, who is designing the 
equipment, and J. G. Anderson, who 
will run the equipment in New York. 
Dr. McEachron, now assistant works 
engineer at the company’s Pittsfield 
Apparatus Works, will serve as a com 
sultant. 


Omaha P.P.D. Raises Pay 


Omaha Public Power District has 
granted 750 operating employees a 74, 
percent pay raise retroactive to May 1. 
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MANUFACTURERS & MARKETS 





Copper Market Swinging from Sellers 


to Buyers as World Production Rises 


The copper bottleneck which has 
slowed production of electrical ma- 
chinery, equipment, and appliances 
since the end of the war has been 
broken, and indications this week were 
that the market is fast becoming more 
favorable to buyers than to sellers. 

Behind the sudden change is in- 
creased production both in the United 
States and abroad and the inability of 
foreign buyers, especially in Europe, 
to find the needed dollars for purchases. 
There are also indications that pipe- 
lines are nearly filled and that high 
prices of many appliances and equip- 
ment have reduced sales. 

The price of foreign copper was 
lowered last week to 21% cents a 
pound, the prevailing price for domestic 
copper. The large South American 
producers had withdrawn from the 
American market when the price 
dropped from 24 cents. Their reentry 
can mean only one thing, more copper, 
especially in the latter part of the year. 

Since most brass and copper wire 
mill» will be closed for two weeks in 
July for vacations, users of fabricated 
copper have been seeking and getting 
extra supplies this month. 


Most of the copper being sought 
now is for the third quarter. For the 
fourth quarter, buyers are talking of 
20%4-cent copper. It is understood that 
some companies have offered copper at 
21 cents for the last quarter without 
any takers. 

In Canada, where the price has been 
165g cents a pound, the government has 
removed all price controls, thus raising 
the price to the world price of 21% 
cents. 

In the United States, the supply of 
scrap copper remains plentiful. Last 
week, custom smelters reduced their 
buying price for refined copper-making 
grades by a cent a pound. The price 
of No. 1 heavy copper wire scrap is 
now 17 cents a pound. 

Production of refined copper, which 
was 107,270 tons in April, again went 
over the 100,000-ton mark in May with 
a production of 110,670 tons. Total 
output in 1946 was only 604,071 tons. 
At the end of May, stocks of refined 
copper were down to 77,716 tons from 
81,643 tons at the end of April. How- 
ever, this decrease meant little with 
production rising so rapidly. 

The only obstacle remaining this 
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SOLA IN NEW PLANT —AIl plants of Sola Electric Co. are now housed in the 
company’s new plant located at 4633 West 16th St., Chicago. The plant, on which 
construction work has just been completed, has been specifically designed to pro- 
vide greater engineering, research and production facilities and ideal working 


conditions for employees 
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week to a normal market for the re- 
mainder of 1947 was the government 
policy of aid to Europe. Copper is 
still in demand in the war-torn coun- 
tries; and if the American government 
either gives them the money or extends 
a large amount of credit, the foreign 
purchases of copper are certain to rise 
rapidly. Such purchases could easily 
cause disturbances affecting the domes- 
tic market. 


Five International Units 


Make Tie-In with ISO 


Five international organizations made 
arrangements for cooperation with the 
new International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) at its opening 
meeting held on June 18 in Zurich, 
Switzerland, Howard Coonley, president 
of the ISO and chairman of the executive 
committee of the American Standards 
Association, stated in a cable to the 
American Standards Association. 

Representatives of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization, Interna- 
tional Labor Organization, Interna- 
tional Federation for Documentation, 
International Dairy Federation and the 
United Nations Educational Social and 
Cultural Organization were on hand to 
discuss cooperation on standardization 
matters of mutual interests. A joint 
committee to promote such coopera- 
tion was appointed. 

The ISO Council approved a resolu- 
tion presented by the International 
Electrotechnical Commission, agreeing 
to serve as the electrical division of the 
27 nations’ international body. Under 
the agreement the IEC maintains its 
name and technical procedures. 

Mr. Coonley opened the meeting of 
the ISO Council, on which eleven na- 
tions are represented, saying “this 
movement and this meeting are of great 
significance to the reconstruction, the 
progress and the future peace of the 
world. It is my conviction that the 
greatest assurance of permanent world 
peace can come from the unrestricted 
exchange of goods and services between 
the nations great and small. Certainly 
no means can be more effective in the 
reaching of this goal than the achieve- 
ment in the fields of industry, commerce 
and social behavior.” 
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Manufacturers Announce 
Plant Expansion Plans 


Expansion of research, engineering, 
manufacturing and administrative facili- 
ties at the Fort Wayne headquarters 
plant of the Farnsworth Television & 
Radio Corp. has been announced. A 
new two-story addition has now been 
occupied, giving the company’s expand- 
ing research and engineering activities 
increased laboratory facilities. This 
permits Farnsworth’s entire research 
and engineering departments to be 
located at the Fort Wayne plant. The 
expansion program has doubled the 
space available for manufacturing oper- 
ations, enabling the setting up of ad- 
ditional assembly lines for the manu- 
facture of the company’s new line of 
home television receivers and mobile 
communications equipment. All admin- 
istrative departments, including the 
Capehart sales division, which formerly 
occupied down-town offices, are now 
consolidated in the enlarged head- 
quarters building. 


In the fourth expansion since its 
establishment 28 years ago, Allied Elec- 
tric Supply Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., has 
recently occupied its new building at 
1201 Forbes St. The new building has a 
floor area of 24,000 sq. ft. 


Hexacon Electric Co., Roselle Park, 
N. J., has announced completion of the 
new addition to the factory, which adds 
7,000 sq. ft. to present facilities and 
includes many modern features, includ- 
ing improved lighting and better ar- 
rangement of assembly operations in the 
plant. 


Acquisition of additional space by 
the Western Insulated Wire Co., Los 
Angeles, for manufacturing, shipping 
and storage, has been announced. The 
added space constitutes an increase of 
more than 40 percent in plant area. 


Firm-Price Basis Continues 
for Brown Instrument Co. 


Despite steadily increasing labor and 
material costs, Brown Instrument Co., 
Philadelphia, will continue to operate 
on a firm price basis in the sale of all 
its products, L. M. Morley, vice-presi- 
dent and general sales manager of the 
company, has announced. 

“Through intensified cost reduction 
and installation of automatic ma- 
chinery, we found a few months ago we 
could quote on a firm price basis,” said 
Mr. Morley. “We _ eliminated the 
escalator clause on our equipment at a 
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time when the industrial picture was 
particularly unstable. We felt that the 
Brown division of Minneapolis-Honey- 
well Regulator Co. could contribute to 
correction of uncertainties which were 
unbalancing the cost and price situa- 
tion.” 


Forms Mexican Subsidiary 


Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co. 
has formed a subsidiary company in 
Mexico, marking the sixth foreign sub- 
sidiary organized by the organization. 
The new firm has been named Honey- 
well-Brown, S. A., and will have head- 
quarters on Calle De Ramon Guzman 
in Mexico City. Virgil H. Hiermeier 
has been named manager of the Mexi- 
can company. 





Thomas & Betts to Distribute 
$35,000 Bonus to Workers 


The Thomas & Betts Co., Elizabeth, 
N. J., will distribute $35,000 to its 750 
employees because the company’s busi- 
ness has been good, George C. Thomas, 
Jr., president, announced last week, 
Employees of the company, which 
handled large contracts for the Navy 
during the war, are affiliated with 
Local 4-1068, International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, A.F.L. 

Mr. Thomas said those with the 
company for four months prior to the 
date to be set will receive 40 hours’ 
pay at the base hourly rate. Those 
with two months will be given 20 hours’ 
pay, and those with less than two 
months will receive ten hours’, according 
to the announcement. 


Electrical Instruments Shipments Total $7,781,000 


Based on reports received from 24 
plants, representing approximately 75 
percent of the entire industry, products 
valued at $7,781,000 were shipped by 
the instruments for measuring elec- 
tricity industry in June, 1946, according 
to the Bureau of the Census. 

These plants employed 16,106 persons 
during that month and consumed 1,817 
short tons of carbon and alloy steel dur- 


ing the second quarter of 1946. June 
shipments by the industry included in- 
struments for measuring electricity 
valued at $6,420,000 and other products 
valued at $1,361,000. Total instruments 
for measuring electricity shipments 
amounted to $6,803,000; of this total, 
plants in other than the instruments for 
measuring electricity industry accounted 
for $383,000. 





Shipments and Unfilled Orders of The 


Instruments for Measuring Electricity 


Industry, by Product ... June 1946 


PRODUCT 


Instruments for measuring electricity. ............. 
ee I IIE eee cissdhsenbadnweswciean 
Electrical machinery and equipment............. 
POC TON Tee re reer 


Estimated 
Unfilled Orders 
of the Industry 

on June 30, 1946 


Shipments of 
Number of _ the Industry 
Plants June, 1946 


Reporting ($1,000) ($1,000) 
ee 24* 7,781 62,000 
ee 24 6,420 53,000 
ee xx 1,361 9,000 
ee 5 842 8,000 
ee 6 519 1,000 





* Excludes duplication in count of plants shipping more than one product 








Instruments for Measuring Electricity Shipped by the Instruments for 
Measuring Electricity Industry and by Other Industries: June 1946 





Instruments for 








Measuring 
Electricity 
Number Shipments 
of June, 19 
INDUSTRY Plants ($1,000) 
PR ieiscicadansabeeeureeanas Pibienebesaseateaebesienecens 56 6, 803 
Shipped by instruments for measuring electricity industry................ ee 24 6,420 
ceed Gi elie a GE aia io sins Kin oio'v'0 600.n060brckevrse0es 2 32 383 
Radio and radar equipment, phonographs and parts (except electron tubes) 

DR icicvceveceuepansecssdedeninceweacies tes pacdtusbabendéiddns 14 220 
Other electrical machinery and equipment industries.............0sseee 12 140 
EP DUNNE MRI aves 63 0d55 cane svwncsesseceecs sane cduecsseeheanies 6 23 
* Based on a special survey covering the first quarter 1945, it is estimated that reported shipments represen! 


about 76 percent of the total for this product 


eee 
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NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE 





Engineering, Sales Duties 
Assigned by Maine Utility 
Alton T. Littlefield, since 1936 gen- 


eral commercial manager of Central 
Maine Power Co., Augusta, has been ap- 





A. T, LittLerrecp 


pointed manager of division operations, 
a newly created position. His duties will 
also include certain responsibilities for- 
merly assigned to the position of gen- 
eral superintendent. He joined the 





R. W. Hess 


company in 1921 upon being graduated 
from the University of Maine, being a 
sales representative in the securities de- 
partment. In 1923 he became editor of 
“The Exciter,” the company’s 29-year- 
old house publication, and in 1924 was 


made advertising manager and publicity 
director. 

Roland W. Hess has been named gen- 
eral commercial manager of Central 
Maine Power, with headquarters at 
Augusta. He was graduated from Wes- 
leyan University in 1926, and until 1934 
worked in the statistical and auditing 
departments of the General Electric Co., 
when he joined the New England Pub- 
lic Service Co., Augusta, Me., serving as 
traveling auditor for NEPSCO Services, 
Inc. In 1945 he was appointed assistant 
comptroller of the Central Maine utility. 


Courtright Made President 
of Pacific Coast Group 
(See Front Cover) 


H. H. Courtright, manager of Pacific 
Gas & Electric Co.’s San Joaquin power 
division, was elected to the presidency 
of the Pacific Coast Electrical Asso- 
ciation at the recent annual convention 
in Riverside. He succeeds M. G. Sand- 
ers of Phoenix, Ariz. 

A native Californian, Mr. Courtright 
entered the electrical business in Fresno 
in 1910 when he organized the Modern 
Electric Light & Fixture Co. Two years 
later he joined the Valley Electrical 
Supply Co. and by 1927 had become its 
president, a position he has held since 
that time. 

He is especially known in the utility 
field for his development of the“Through 
the Dealer” plan, for which he was 
given the Coffin award. For many years 
he has served as director of California 
Electrical Dealers, Pacific Coast Elec- 
trical Bureau and the National Society 
for Electrical Development. 


> Dr. WittiAM E. Goop, Westinghouse 
physicist, has been granted a year’s 
leave of absence from the Westinghouse 
Research Laboratories to aid in atomic 
energy investigation at the Argonne 
National Laboratory near Chicago. Dr. 
Good returns to nuclear physics after 
more than six years in the field of mi- 
crowave research. During that time 
he made important contributions to the 
development of radar apparatus for 
military use. He joined the Westing- 
house Research Laboratories in 1941. 
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L. R. Brown Retires 
from General Electric Co. 


L. R. Brown, manager of General 
Electric’s transformer divisions and vital 
figure in the growth of the company’s 
transformer business, has retired after 
44 years of service. Mr. Brown’s long 
association with the transformer busi- 
ness won him recognition as “dean” of 
the industry and a host of friends in 
electrical and industrial circles. 

He began his active business asso- 
ciation with General Electric in 1903, 





L. R. Brown 


when as a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin with a bachelor of science 
degree, he entered the G.E. test course 
and subsequently became the first trans- 
former specialist under the late M. O. 
Troy in Schenectady. 

In 1911 he was made head of the dis- 
tribution section of transformer sales. 
He established the first commercial 
offices at Pittsfield in 1913, and in 1923 
was appointed manager of the trans- 
former division, responsible for all 
transformers and allied equipment. 

After 23 years as manager of the 
transformer division, he asked to be 
relieved of this responsibility and was 
appointed last year to W. V. O’Brien’s 
staff as manager of the transformer and 
specialty transformer divisions. 

Many important equipment changes 
in transformers were instituted under 
Mr. Brown’s direction, including Py- 
ranol, which was of tremendous im- 
portance in influencing transformer 
applications. He has been closely identi- 
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fied with engineering societies and has 
made substantial contributions to the 
efforts of standardization committees. 


T. E. Roach Made Executive 
Vice-President in Boise 


Announcement has been made of the 
election of T. E. Roach to the position 
of executive vice-president and gener | 





T. E. Roacu 


manager of the Idaho Power Co., with 
headquarters at Boise. 

For five years Mr. Roach was vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Northwestern Electric Co., Portland, 
and previously had been president of 
the Washington Gas & Electric Co., 
Tacoma. When Northwestern was ab- 
sorbed recently by the Pacific Power 
& Light Co., Mr. Roach was elected 
vice-president of the latter company. 


> Ricuarp B. CarLanp has been ap- 
pointed sales promotion manager of 
the wire and cable department of the 
United States Rubber Co., with head- 
quarters in the company’s general of- 
fices in New York. Mr. Carland was 
formerly in the sales promotion de- 
partment of the company’s mechanical 
goods division. He has been engaged 
in advertising and promotion work 
since 1939. 


> Bernarp S. Ropey, Jr., in charge of 
the tax department of Consolidated 
Edison Co. of New York, Inc., has 
been elected an assistant secretary of 
the company. He had been associate 
controller of Conselidated Edison since 
1936. Mr. Rodey has been with the 
Consolidated Edison System since 1921. 
He is particularly known for his work 
in connection with public utility ac- 
counting policies and practices. 
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Milliken Directs Technical 
Operations for NYSE&G 


Arnold W. Milliken, vice-president 
and newly elected member of the board 
of directors of the New York State 
Electric & Gas Corp., Ithaca, has been 
placed in charge of technical opera- 
tions and will assume additional duties 
under three advancements announced 
by Ralph D. Jennison, president. 

David A. Lewis, manager of the east- 
ern division, will go to Binghamton as 
assistant to Mr. Milliken and William 
G. Rhodes, new business manager of 
the eastern division, will succeed Mr. 
Lewis as division manager with head- 
quarters at Brewster. 

Under the changes, Mr. Milliken’s 
duties will include supervision over op- 
erating and construction engineering, 
meters, stores and purchasing, power 
and gas supply and _ transportation. 
With headquarters in Binghamton, he 
will assume many of the duties of the 
late William G. Hickling, vice-president 
and general manager. 

He started his utility career in 1922 





A. W. MILLIKEN 


as a results engineer in the power plant 
of the New Bedford (Mass.) Gas & 
Edison Light Co. In 1924 he became 
assistant to the manager of the electric 
department and in 1930 he was made 
manager of the department. Later he 
became assistant general manager of 
that company and remained in that 
capacity until 1939, when he was made 
vice-president and eastern division man- 
ager of New York State Electric & Gas, 
with headquarters in Brewster. In 1945 
he was appointed superintendent of op- 
erations on a state-wide basis with head- 
quarters in Binghamton. 

After an association with the Public 
Service Corp. of Northern Illinois, Mr. 
Lewis joined New York State Electric 
& Gas in 1925 as distribution engineer, 
assuming additional duties of a gen- 
eral engineering nature in 1929. Sub- 


June 


























































sequent positions included engineer and 
operating superintendent of the Geneva 
area, operating superintendent of the 
company’s western division and man- 
ager of the eastern division. 

Mr. Rhodes began his career in the 
electric industry in 1923 as a test engi- 
neer for the Pennsylvania Power & 
Light Co., at Allentown, Pa., continu- 
ing in that capacity until he joined 
New York State Electric & Gas in 1924. 


OBITUARY 


James J. Mullen 


James J. Mullen, president of the 
Moloney Electric Co., St. Louis, Mo., 
died on June 23 in that city at the 
age of 71. 

A native of St. Louis, Mr. Mullen 
spent his early years in the utility in- 
dustry, having been identified with 
the electrical division of the Laclede 
Gas Light Co. of St. Louis prior to 
the formation of the Moloney Electric 
Co. in 1896. 

From the time that he became asso- 
ciated with the Moloney organization, 
which was at its very beginning, until 
his last illness, Mr. Mullen took an ac- 
tive interest in its affairs. In the 
course of years he had built up a wide 
acquaintance in the utility field as well 
as in the electrical manufacturing in- 
dustry. 

He served on many civic and indus- 
trial boards in the City of St. Louis. 


> Percy M. Haicut, retired secretary- 
treasurer of the International General 
Electric Co., Inc., died at his home in 
Glen Ridge, N. J., on June 20 at the 
age of 67. From 1919 until he retired 
last year, Mr. Haight directed the finan- 
cial operations of International Gen- 
eral Electric’s subsidiary companies 
throughout the world, serving as direc- 
tor, secretary and treasurer of these 
companies operating in Cuba, Mexico, 
Puerto Rico, Colombia, Venezuela, the 
Philippines, India, China the Nether- 
lands Indies, South Africa and in 
Brazil and Argentina. 


> Harry A. Porter, regional sales 
manager for the Century Electric Co., 
in the Chicago area, died suddenly on 
June 9 at his home in Highland Park, 
Ill., as the result of a heart attack. Mr. 
Porter had been connected with Century 
Electric since 1910, at which time he 
was appointed as a sales agent. Soon 
thereafter he was appointed district 
sales manager of the Chicago (lIIl.) 
district, and 16 years later was made 
regional sales manager of the Chicago 
and Northwest area. 
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NEW EQUIPMENT 





Electric Tool Employs Impact Principle 





A NEW PORTABLE all-purpose electric 
tool with an impact mechanism has 
been announced by Ingersoll-Rand Co., 
11 Broadway, New York, N. Y. The 
machine, designated as size 4 U, is 
rated for 14-in. drilling in metal. With 
standard attachments it is reported to 
be suitable for other operations such 
as step drilling up to % in., ream and 
tap up to 1% in., drive and remove ma- 
chine screws up to %-in. thread size 
and wood screws up to size No. 20, 
apply and remove nuts and cap screws 
up to %-in. thread size, drive and re- 
move studs, extract broken cap and 


studs up to %-in. thread size, run 
wire brushes up to %-in. dia., do hole 
saw work, drive wood augers up to 
88 in., drill brick and masonry with 
carbide-tipped drills up to %-in. dia. 

The tool weighs 61% lb., has an over- 
all length of 10% in., a free speed of 
2,000 rpm., and delivers 1,900 rotary 
impacts per minute under load. It 
is powered with a universal, a.c. and 
d.c., 110-volt motor (3 amp.) which 
can be reversed by a 60-deg. turn of 
the end cap. 

This newly developed tool runs just 
as any conventional electric drill or 
nut runner. But when resistance to 
spindle rotation reaches a_ certain 
amount, a ballcam mechanism con- 
verts the power of the motor into “ro- 
tary impacts” which are said to exert 
a powerful turning effect. An advan- 
tage of the impact mechanism is that 
it permits the spindle to be stalled 
completely while the motor continues 
to run, thus eliminating motor burn- 
outs caused by overloading. The im- 
pact mechanism also eliminates torque 
reaction (no kick, no twist) to the 
operator. 


Appliance Singes Ducks, Turkeys and Chickens 


Tue “Singette,” a 650-watt domestic 
tool designed to singe ducks, turkeys or 
chickens or to brown casserole dishes, 
is currently being introduced by Henry 
J. Morton Associates, Inc., Boulevard 
Building, Detroit 2, Mich. Basically, 
the new appliances is composed of a 
high-temperature heating element 
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shielded with a streamlined chrome- 
plated hood and insulated from the han- 
dle by a heat-barrier. 

It is usable on either alternating or 
direct current. The heating element is 
made of chrome nickel resistance wire 
which is coiled in a refractory porcelain 
base. Fiberglass sleeves are utilized to 
insulate the conductor from the handle. 
A safety stand to hold the appliance is 
included. 


Fluorescent Shields 
Control Light Emission 


A FLUORESCENT lighting fixture cover 
with bolted metal clamps to grip the 
tube is being produced by General 
Plastics Co., Marion, Ind. The shield 
is made of white translucent Lumarith 
and is reported to contain a pigment 
which results in 59 to 67 percent light 








transmission and 99.6 percent light 
diffusion. 

A second shield is made of the same 
basic material containing less pigment. 
This has a reported light transmission 





of between 80 and 83 percent and a 
light diffusion of 97 percent. Both 
units are 30 mils in thickness and are 
polished on both surfaces to facilitate 
cleaning. 


Carbide-Tipped Drills 
Usable on Concrete, Brick 


A COMPLETE LINE of carbide-tipped 
masonry drills put up in kits and boxed 
sets are being introduced by Super 
Tool Co., 21650 Hoover Road, Detroit 
13, Mich. The kits contain five of the 
most popular size drills and the boxed 
sets contain eight. Both are available 
with drills having either round or hex 
shanks. 

Also included is a new chart indicat- 
ing the proper size drill to use in drill- 
ing masonry for all types of expansive 
screws, bolts, bolt shields, anchors, 
etc. 

The carbide-tipped masonry drills 
are said to provide adequate chip clear- 
ance for drilling in cement, tile, brick, 

















































asbestos, composition wall board, lime- 
stone and all plaster compositions. 
They can be used in drill press, hand 
drills or electric portable drills. Extra 
length drills for deep hole work are 
also available. 
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ELECTRICAL BUSINESS 


OUTLOOK 





FEWER RATE CHANGES are being made this year 
than last, and the outlook is for an even smaller 
number in 1948. Higher costs and widespread need 
for more capacity rule out any other possibility. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD has listed 25 rate reductions 
since January 1. This compares with 80 reductions 
reported in first half 1946. 


The situation faced by utilities last year was en- 
tirely different from the current one. Elimination of 
the excess profits tax in 1946 made possible a trans- 
fer to consumers of considerable savings that al- 
ready had been achieved with heavier loads. 


The result was a sudden unleashing of the larg- 
est number of rate changes on record. 


But developments of the past nine months are 
now acting to discourage further rate shifts. Chief 
deterrents are: 


The continued advance in wage rates—hourly 
earnings are up 8 percent since mid-1946 and 
are still climbing. 


The prospect of a further upsurge in coal costs, 
already increased 11 percent in the past year. 


A substantial and permanent boost in equipment 
and construction costs. 


An extraordinary load growth that has placed 
many utilities in a precarious position with regard 
to reserves. 


NEW RESERVES AND RATES are tied together in 
a way that is not always understood. If their re- 
serve position is to be satisfactory, utilities require 
a considerable addition to capacity to do even their 
present job. This means an enlarged rate base and 
heavier depreciation and operating costs without 
any expansion of revenue. 


What might appear to be sizeable earnings on 
the present rate base may turn out to be very mod- 
est once new capacity is added. 


SIMPLIFICATION OF RATE SCHEDULE has been a 
feature of changes made since the war's end. This 
will be a primary aim over the next several years. 
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All customer classifications have benefitted from 
this development. But simplification has been par- 
ticularly widespread in the case of schedules for 
industrial and commercial consumers. 


The great war-time expansion of consumption 
enabled utilities to link together on one graduated 
schedule a number of consumers who formerly 
were on separate schedules. This usually has had 
the effect of reducing rates and revenues. But the 
strong post-war financial position of most utilities 
has enabled them to take such cuts in stride. 


As everyone knows, the advance in consumption 
has in no sense worked itself out. Nevertheless, 
the pace is slowing, particularly in the industrial 
and commercial categories. The likelihood is for 
some decline in industrial consumption between 
now and mid-1948. 


This slowdown in the growth of sales is still an- 
other factor causing many utilities and state com- 
missions to go easy on rate changes. As matters 
stand today, a further wave of rate changes should 
not be expected until 1949. Even then, nothing like 
the 1946 record is to be anticipated. 


RATE BASES may be in for further close scrutiny 
by commissions. 


At least one State Commission has informally 
indicated it may reconsider the whole valuation 
question in the light of the new and higher price 
level. This Commission would aim at something 
between original cost and replacement cost as the 
basis for valuation in rate making. 


This makes good economic sense. But many 
commissions, if they are to be judged on past per- 
formance, could be expected to resist such a 
change. At the most they are likely to go very 
slow on such adjustments. 


AVERAGE ELECTRIC REVENUE 
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS vs COST OF LIVING 
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Average annual revenue per 
residential customer 
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Data: Edison Electric institute, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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...and we're SELLE LEADING THE WAY! 


Under normal conditions, backfires in 


the operation of mercury arc rectifiers weren't 
supposed to happen. 

But they did. 

And these persistent, troublesome faults seri- 
ously hindered the production of aluminum at a 
time when it really hurt. 

Again something had to be done so I-T-E 
tackled the problem. The solution depended on 
speed—the speed at which a circuit breaker could 
open and limit the effect of backfire in mercury 
arc rectifiers. 

The first breaker built was fast—-but not fast 
enough. A need for even greater speed devel- 


oped. The second design opened the circuit 
with double the speed and added safety. 

This I-T-E Type “DB-2” Ultra High Speed 
Anode Breaker had an overall time of about 0.64 
cycle—a new record in opening speed. Maxi- 
mum current was reached in approximately 0.24 
cycle and contacts separated in approximately 
0.15 cycle. Now, many of these anode breakers 
are being used to protect rectifiers and trans- 
formers made by various manufacturers. 

With this breaker, I-T-E not only protects 
against loss of plant production, but, in addition, pro- 
vides a basic design for other specialized ultra high 
speed applications. I-T-E Circuit Breaker Com- 
pany, 19th and Hamilton Streets, Phila. 30, Pa. 








This Curve 
Tells a 


Simple 


Transformer 


Story.. 


To Date, Allis-Chalmers 
“Oil-Sealed” Inert-Gas 
Systems—the Original and 
Still Most Simple on the 
Market, HaveBeenSpecified 
on Over 5,000,000 kva of 
Transformer Capacity! 





ry) HERE’S DOUBLE-MEANING to this 
| curve. It bears out the wide 
acceptance of the principle of inert- 
gas protection—pioneered by Allis- 
Chalmers as early as 1923. 

And second, it shows the rising 
popularity of Allis-Chalmers “Oil- 
Sealed” inert-gas systems. The rea- 
sons for this trend should be of in- 
terest to every engineer responsible 
for designing low-cost, low-mainte- 
nance electric power distribution. 
B® Allis-Chalmers inert-gas_pro- 
tective system is the original oil- 
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AIR OUTLET =» Transformer cool- 







ing oil is isolated 
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formation and fire 


Main TANK COOLING Oi 

hazard due to ox- 
ygen, By excluding moisture the system main- 
tains high dielectric quality of oil, 








SALES INDEX 


TREND: INERT-GA 


1928 1932 


sealed system — and gives you the 
benefits of the longest experience 
in this field. For example, the first 
18 systems supplied on 270,000 kva 
of transformer capacity are still 
giving a prominent Eastern Utility 
dependable operation today! 


BaF It is the lowest-pressure sys- 
tem — with pressure generally not 
exceeding | lb per sq in. This 
means less pressure on gaskets, low- 
er gasket maintenance. 


par It is extremely simple! Its 
design eliminates sensitive gauges 
and reduction valves — thus elim- 
inates maintenance of such instru- 
ments. Further, periodic replenish- 
ment of nitrogen is not needed... 
no bottles to buy. 


RF Your choice of system loca- 


AS TRANSFORM- 
ER HEATS, the 





transter of gas to 


the auxiliary tank 
is cushioned by the change of oil levels as 


shown, keeping the main tank pressure low. 


ALLIS: CHALMERS 


One of the Big 3 in Electric Power Equipment — Biggest of All in Range of Industrial Products 
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tion—top-of-tank or side-mounted. 


Yes, that curve tells an impor- 
tant story ... of Allis-Chalmers 
leadership in inert-gas protection 
... and of its leadership in elec- 
trical apparatus—based on 50 years 
of building transformers, 100 years 
of service to all industry! For de- 
tails, call your nearby A-C office. 
ALLIs-CHALMERS, MILWAUKEE, 
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AS TRANSFORM- 
ER COOLS, the re- 
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transformer oil 


adjusts itself to 
changing temperatures without being exposed 
to the atmosphere, 
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